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(2) The Board shall provide without 
charge to all but commercial users: 

(i) The first 100 pages of black and 
white duplication (or the cost equiva-
lent); and 

(ii) The first two hours of search by a 
clerical staff member (or the cost 
equivalent). 

(3) When the total fee for a request 
will be $14.00 or less for any request, no 
fee shall be charged. 

(b) The Board will not assess search 
and/or duplication fees, as applicable, if 
it fails to respond to a requester’s 
FOIA request within the time limits 
specified under 4 CFR 201.7, and no 
‘‘unusual’’ circumstances (as defined in 
5 U.S.C. 552(a)(6)(B) and 4 CFR 201.7(d)) 
or ‘‘exceptional’’ circumstances (as de-
fined in 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(6)(C)) apply to 
the processing of the request. 

§ 201.10 Notice of anticipated fees. 
(a) General. The Board shall advise 

the requestor in writing of any applica-
ble fees. If only a part of the fee can be 
estimated readily, the Board shall ad-
vise the requestor that this may be 
only a part of the total fee. After the 
requestor has been sent a fee estimate, 
the request shall not be considered re-
ceived until the requestor makes a 
firm commitment to pay the antici-
pated total fee. Any such agreement 
must be made by the requestor in writ-
ing and must be received within 60 days 
of the Board’s notice. If the requestor 
does not provide a firm commitment to 
pay the anticipated fee within 60 days 
of the notice, the request shall be 
closed. The requestor may be given an 
opportunity to work with the Board to 
change the request and lower the cost. 

(b) Charges for other services. When 
the Board chooses as a matter of ad-
ministrative discretion to provide a 
special service, such as certifying that 
records are true copies or sending them 
by other than ordinary mail, the Board 
shall pay the costs of providing the 
services unless previous arrangements 
have been made with the requestor. 

(c) Charging interest. The Board may 
charge interest on any unpaid bill 
starting on the 31st day following the 
date of billing. Interest charges shall 
be assessed at the rate provided in 31 
U.S.C. 3717 and shall accrue from the 
date of the billing until payment is re-

ceived by the Board. The Board shall 
follow the provisions of the Debt Col-
lection Act of 1982 (Pub. L. 97–365, 96 
Stat. 1749), as amended. 

(d) Aggregating requests. If the Board 
reasonably believes that a requestor or 
a group of requestors acting together is 
trying to divide a request into a series 
of smaller requests for the purpose of 
avoiding fees, the Board may aggregate 
the requests and charge accordingly. 
The Board shall assume that multiple 
requests of the same type made within 
a 30-day period have been made in 
order to avoid fees. If requests are sep-
arated by a longer period, the Board 
shall aggregate them only if there is a 
solid basis for determining that aggre-
gation is warranted. Multiple requests 
involving unrelated matters shall not 
be aggregated. 

(e) Advance payments. When a re-
questor has previously failed to pay 
promptly a properly charged FOIA fee 
to the Board or another agency, the 
Board shall require proof that full pay-
ment has been made to that agency be-
fore it begins to process that reques-
tor’s FOIA request. The Board shall 
also require advance payment of the 
full amount of the anticipated fee. 
When advance payment is required, the 
request is not considered received until 
payment has been made. 

§ 201.11 Requirements for waiver or 
reduction of fees. 

(a) Fees for processing your request 
may be waived if you meet the criteria 
listed in paragraph (b) of this section. 
The burden is on you to justify entitle-
ment to a fee waiver. Requests for fee 
waivers are decided on a case-by-case 
basis. The fact that you have received 
a fee waiver in the past does not mean 
you are automatically entitled to a fee 
waiver for every request you may sub-
mit, because the essential element of 
any fee waiver determination is wheth-
er the release of the particular docu-
ments sought in the request will likely 
contribute significantly to public un-
derstanding of the operations or activi-
ties of the government. The Board will 
rely on the fee waiver justification you 
have submitted in your request letter. 
If you do not submit sufficient jus-
tification, your fee waiver request will 
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be denied. The Board may, at its dis-
cretion, communicate with you to re-
quest additional information if nec-
essary. However, the Board must make 
a determination on the fee waiver re-
quest within the statutory time limit, 
even if the Board has not received such 
additional information. In certain cir-
cumstances, a partial fee waiver may 
be appropriate, if some, but not all, of 
the requested records are likely to con-
tribute significantly to public under-
standing of the operations and activi-
ties of the government. 

(b) The Board will waive fees (in 
whole or part) if disclosure of all or 
part of the information is in the public 
interest because its release: 

(1) Is likely to contribute signifi-
cantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the govern-
ment; and 

(2) Is not primarily in the commer-
cial interest of the requester. 

§ 201.12 Denials. 
(a) When denying a request in any re-

spect, the Board shall notify the re-
questor of that determination in writ-
ing. The types of denials include: 

(1) Denials of requests, including a 
determination: 

(i) To withhold any requested record 
in whole or in part; 

(ii) That a requested record does not 
exist or cannot be located; 

(iii) That a record is not readily re-
producible in the form or format 
sought; 

(iv) That what has been requested is 
not a record subject to the FOIA; and 

(v) That the material requested is 
not a Board record (e.g., material pro-
duced by another agency or organiza-
tion). 

(2) A determination on any disputed 
fee matter, including a denial of a re-
quest for a fee waiver. 

(3) A denial of a request for expedited 
processing. 

(b) The denial letter shall be signed 
by the FOIA Officer or designee and 
shall include all of the following: 

(1) The name and title of the person 
responsible for the denial. 

(2) A brief statement of the reason(s) 
for the denial, including any FOIA ex-
emptions applied in denying the re-
quest. 

(3) An estimate of the volume of 
records withheld, in number of pages or 
in some other reasonable form of esti-
mation. This estimate does not need to 
be provided if it would harm an inter-
est protected by an applicable exemp-
tion. 

(4) A statement that the denial may 
be appealed under § 201.14 and a descrip-
tion of the requirements of § 201.14. 

§ 201.13 Business information. 

(a) In general. Business information 
obtained by the Board from a sub-
mitter shall be disclosed under the 
FOIA only under this section. 

(b) Definitions. For purposes of this 
section: 

(1) Business information—commer-
cial or financial records obtained by 
the Board that may be protected from 
disclosure under Exemption 4 of the 
FOIA. 

(2) Submitter—any person or entity 
from which the Board obtains business 
records, either directly or indirectly. 
The term includes but is not limited to 
corporations and state, local, tribal, 
and foreign governments. 

(c) Designation of business information. 
Submitters of business information 
shall designate any part of the record 
considered to be protected from disclo-
sure under Exemption 4 of the FOIA by 
appropriately marking the material. 
This may be done either at the time 
the record is submitted or at a reason-
able time thereafter. This designation 
lasts for 10 years after submittal unless 
the submitter requests and provides 
justification for a longer period. 

(d) Notice to submitters. The Board 
shall provide a business submitter with 
prompt written notice of any FOIA re-
quest or appeal that seeks its business 
information under paragraph (e) of this 
section, except as provided in para-
graph (h) of this section, to give the 
submitter an opportunity to object to 
that disclosure under paragraph (f) of 
this section. The notice shall either de-
scribe the records requested or include 
copies of the records. 

(e) Required notice. The Board shall 
give notice of a FOIA request seeking 
business information when: 

(1) The submitter has designated that 
the information is considered protected 
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